
What is a Pioneer? 

 

Pioneers are a different breed.  Many times they ‘ride’ alone and actually like it… while simultaneously loving to 

serve the whole.  They love the job that nobody else can imagine doing; making something out of nothing, going 

where no one else has gone, finding a way for those behind.  They have learned how to be an overcomer whether 

with little or much.  And necessity will likely require that they forge a greater dependence and deeper relationship 

with their Maker.   

 

Dutch Sheets‘ book Pioneer Spirit, starts off with the song Pioneer sung by Rick Pino and written by Nancy 

Honeytree in 1989 which captures some of the uniqueness, challenges and joys of the pioneer. 

 

Chorus 

Pioneer, pioneer 

Keep pressing onward, beyond your fear 

Only the Father goes before you to your own frontier 

You’re a pioneer 

 

Uncharted wilderness stretches before you 

And you thrive on going where no one has gone 

Still it gets lonely when darkness deepens 

So sing by the fire until the dawn 

 

You travel light, you travel alone 

And when you arrive, nobody knows 

But the Father in heaven, He’s glad you can go 

For those who come after you will need the road 

 

What you have done others will do 

Bigger and better, and faster than you 

But you can’t look back, you gotta keep pressing through 

There’s a wilderness pathway, calling you 

 

Calling you, calling you clear 

Keep pressing onward, you can’t stay here 

Only the Father goes before you 

To your own frontier 

You’re a pioneer 

 

Dutch’s book continues to describe a pioneer this way: 

 

You are often dissatisfied with things as they are and you want to help change them 

Something deep inside of you comes alive when you hear someone talk about making a difference 

Being in the right is more important than being in the majority 

The inconvenience of change bothers you less than the staleness of stagnation 

Trying, even when you fail, is more appealing to you than risk-free living 
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You refuse to quit, realizing that dead-ends and failed attempts are just part of the path finding process 

The beaten path doesn’t beckon you but uncharted wilderness does 

The boredom of the familiar scares you more than the fear of the unknown 

Status quo bothers you 

You have a warrior spirit that would rather fight, even die, than forfeit liberty 

You’d rather advance a cause than maintain a position 

Playing it safe isn’t appealing to you 

You can’t seem to leave well enough alone. 

You want your life to count for more than money or pleasure 

Makin’ a difference means more to you than makin’ it big 

You’d rather die trying than live trying not to die 

You march to the beat of a different drummer, and you often hear a completely different song 

 

Being a pioneer myself makes the sentiments above especially relevant and stirring.  Pioneers start things, pave a 

way for others and then watch others take it beyond what they could have dreamed.  Their strength usually lies in 

their ability to dream the initial dream and endure the start-up hardships more graciously than others… and 

function well without kudos or recognition.  Usually, the pioneer isn’t exceptionally polished… in fact, is fairly 

crude compared to the settlers who will fine tune and enhance almost all that the pioneer initiated and 

modeled.  It’s been said that pioneers take the arrows, settlers take the land. 

 

In a more practical application, parent/children relationships are like that.  As long as we're decent parents, our 

kids will usually take our aspirations, acumen and accomplishments to the next level.  We’re happy for them… and 

proud of them.  That is as it should be.   

 

Here’s a verse that describes the pioneer (the ‘breaker anointing’) fairly well: 

 

“One who breaks open the way will advance before them; they will break out, pass through the gate, and 

leave by it.  Their King will pass through before them, the Lord as their leader.” – Micah 2:13 

 

Now, read it in my paraphrase: 

 

Pioneers find a way of breakthrough, and then open a gate so that others will be able to pass through into 

that same breakthrough.  Of course, it’s all under the leadership of King Jesus who leads us all into 

triumph.  

 

Thank God for pioneers!  You are vital to the emergence of anything new.  Don’t give up.  Future beachheads, 

settlements and civilization itself, depends upon you.  We need you!   

 

“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with 

you wherever you go.” – Josh 1:9 

 

— MLH 
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